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THE' VIABILITY  OF *'a
Jewish student movenient in

;the ': Diaspora depends
ultimately on the level. of
" Jewish identity in the wider
‘Jewish “community. T will
argue that this falls far short
“of what I, as’a traditional
Jew, would deem sufficient,’
Consequently, not only does
“the student movement. lack

vitality, but’ so. ‘do -other
-Jewish organisations.:
Moreover, world Jewry, is

today fragmented into- a
multitude of organisations
"that compete . with " each
other, rather than operate in
concert. . L S
" "These. competing
movements are, “however,
virtually almost the only
vehicles by "~ which. ' the
.expresses  their. Jewish
identity. "~ An  authentic
Jewish trait can hardly be
traced in .the private life -of
.the .. individual
majority- - of = our co-
religionists don’t stick to the -
Torah, : neither do ' they
observe:-its. Mitzvot which -
:are; . in ‘fact, the distinctive
features  of . traditional
Judaism. Consequently, - in
his private daily life, the Jew
‘doés not differ 'much, if at
all,. from his' Gentile neigh-
‘bours. .- . .

.- This situation which is a
major -
‘background of the identity
crisis .of young  Jews . is
consciously .or

the” Jews who.can’'t help
seeing . its

‘traditional
Jewishness which - generally:
impose on the individual the
burden . of . personal
have been

majority - of Jews, a

| substitute had to be created.

majority of Diaspora Jewry -

Jew. A

factor in the

subconsciously : realized by .

problematic |
nature.. It is clear that if -
expressions  “of -

New - expressions had to
.make their way to the stage
-of contemporary Jewish
existence. The

- public one. The former
.- tendency’ of -achieving
eminence - in “the Jewish
sphere has been replaced by

a somewhat keener desire -

-to establish powerful Jewish
organisations with the aim to
"-control and protect and fight
for what is widely known to

-be as ‘Jewish Imterests’ (a
very vague term). There are -
no doubt other factors, both -~
internal and external that

have contributed towards
the formation of this type of
* ‘organisational Judaism’ but
they -are beyond the
preview of this - paper.
My aim' is simply. to

point out ‘the artificial and -

hence unhealthy and shaky
foundation “-of this
-““organisational™ system by
referring  particularly  to.

Jewish ., students
organisations. o
Two conditions are

essential for the formation

.and successful -and sound
~~maintenance of-any C..o_mn.;
‘movement .or - assoclation.
The one is that the body has

‘- clear objectives' to' fulfil and

tartets to meet, the other is

“targets - are  of .a..unique
character: as . much ‘as

possible, namely : that they -
be clearly distinguished from

-other
and

those - underlying
rxisting: .bodies
. nrganisations. - . ,

A natural formation and
growth of any movement
presupposes the existence of
some common interests and
.amongst  its

members,. When = some

- people_ want to. advance a

sense of
responsibility mdved - from -
the individual domain to the

that those objectives and.

S EAEl 2 F
certain - - common'” purpose’
[they form ' an: ‘association
., whose"aim it is’ to, facilitate
. this, The association as such
is then only a tool, It has an
_instrumental - value  whose
" formation is."'a - necessary
.expression ' of - a .common
" tendency of, its: members
.- who, while .trying to advance
their social, ' -spiritual

.-dynamism without which no
viable movement can exist. -
. The “very .wish - of the
‘members:  to create a new
social, spiritual or political

order is a. precondition
for interesting and
- attractive  activifies in

the  movement as ' no
_ programme of . activities
would appeal to people if it
does - ‘net - possess  such
elements. They must also be.
. directly associated with the
members’. - spiritual and
« intellectual background.

- An association of students
of a youth movement that is

- -.not based on the common

~will of their, members to.
actualize any- of these moral
; desires, will inevitably have
. to _.institute.. argificial
- attracting factors .merely to

create” some . minimum

" conditions for keeping their -}
4 members in a slight form of

» contact. with one another on
¢ various-: . occasions,” which

" then voooEw.E,o. only aim of ' |

these bodies,” Hencé- the .
merely “instrumental
function, .but,- rather.
‘becomes the end itself. Jews, .
therefore, become members .

- of Jewish. organisations not

" because they .wish to
advance any Jewish values,.
but merely because they feel

: that being. together “from

time to time with their co-

- religionists. i3 .an. adequate . §

or L
* political . desires,: create a -
“constructive atmosphere of a.-

organization does not have a ~
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iXpression- their ;| They. ekist ) 1 As “such: them : =o¥=2..n.gﬂ:nmn.. may
ewishness. They want 1o meeting places and so the - makes ithe " Jew, be’ a:solution : o “their
emind  Jews, for ‘some " activities which' they . offer : Tecreational “needs but they .
cason or other, - yet the ‘may be.of any kind, even of do "not "provide . them ‘with
meaning - of Judaism’is very ;i such that is 1o.be. found in any. -challenges :to meet,
i [Pbscure” to  them. in _the ' non-Jewish. Organisations .;mw have. no @Pportunities -
. [present day,: and .“since ,.-mi..mz.&zunﬂm,_a,mm:ﬂ then ), to " contribute nothing o
 Judaism jg"- inherently " atteng - ‘Hille] " House’ . it oLy ssacrifice:: and ..nothing "o
mumunal, their only way to functions not. because these . 3 Jish ito Twork for, with the result that
© . [fXpress -their . Judaism  is - functions ajm at fulfilling 5, .| > and':to. bring hey themselves. don’t hold
* [hrough forming .. varioys - certain - consciops . desired ' ,about ~new moQ&..o_donu‘ - their- organization .in high
Tanisations “'whoge .Spiritual, - ideological . or. i They: feel .ﬁmm”vwomisﬁnm Ssteem. They cannot devote
embers are only Jeis, -political* order, but. simply . and activities should - he themselves 10 a ‘body that
, o . because they . provide  an' ~Meaningful ang should lead ' dpeg not demand 3
It is surely obvigus that.- opportunity’ to. be together, 10 the fulfilment of
. prganisations - formed on (which . in-<itself - js . not -stated - objectjves, They, use
D juch & low ¢ommon - . Negative yet. also . not_ .realize, - vat oy it, ‘at best for entertainment
: enominator, cannot provide ..ouacm.:m. : oL o _mzcno:mnmozu?wgmn " braais and relate to it mnn.o?:smmm.\.
L ey stimulating- mazaznm._. LT - - and snovies, aag Jballg legd H._E...né.”nm::onQ:ﬁ to-it”.

:.;Sﬂk

" the Jewish people

! intensity, activities in _the . various
B since ts objectives are g youth  movements" ‘and
s I superficial Or . fransitory, uEaﬁE,o..mmamnzon. We are
" Further, people in general, faced with prablems like
.- and youngsters in particular, : assimilation; dike * those
-hate routine and try to run relating to " Jewish ' gelf N
. away from the .‘commonp consciousness, like the grave-
.- routine of daily events, This- -Sithation of downtrodden

the power of ‘creativity that
youngsters possess and it js
! very " prominent . €specially
: with “inteliigent students, as
[ the drive for Creativity is a
direct . function - of. one’s
intelligent students,

drive for creativity is a direct

endowments. The attempts
" 1o create and to set up new
‘objectives for achievements
eflect a dissatisfaction with
-the present order. Studeqts
' ' w} the :
issatisfaction | i the
‘lendency to criticige are very -
... high and ‘whose potential of
| creativity is ripe, can never

-be " satisfied with having to

?_m:moao:::m that is. not

imbued with freshness and

novelty.  Only gyep

‘challenges can . serve . to

" attract students’ interest and

dedication g their

- Organisations, _—

o Studying the history of the

" Jewish student association in
.Europe in the pre "World

~War II period, we see that
-Were viable as they

‘Were on the' basis of desires

+for seM-realization as well as

AN awareness of the urgent.
necessity . to bring . about .
‘meaningfy) changes-in the

political, social ‘and spiritua). -
future of the Jewish people.

. In. lshort, only : those .
Student organisations' that,
Create - fields. of . Serious
aclivities of an unparalelled
Nature” for their members ;
"can be jattractive and then
-viable. ;: L :
' The Present situation of -

raises
fssues tharg may provide for
Mmeaningful discussions and °

“1s perhaps ap expression of

function of one’s intellectual .

- happiness and

* complacency
routine or-withoyt trying to -
- transcend ' the Superiiciality.
cof a ‘Kugeldik -

style, = 7

Jews in Russia . ang "Arab
countries, and we have to
face these vonnEm‘B:man_w.
in order. to solve . them. .
Students in . the " Diaspora
also have the right and duty
o = discuss certajg o key -
political issues of the State
of Israel, such as the ‘Who is
a Jew' issye, and- they just
raise, their voices, especially-
On every issue that ‘migilt
determine the territorial and
cultural features of Israel ag
she is the ‘spiritual * apd
political " “cynosure . of all

eyes’ — those of Jew’ and
‘Goy” alike. S el
: m:ﬁz&.nana.. and social

activities should be served

only as - spices and not as-

food, which shoulq then be . A
- Inore nutritious to the ‘ming -

and imagination - of " the

students. The substance” of
their  activitjes. .. should .
demand. of the . "student

personal seif-realization ang
communal . : br national
undertakings, Only. . then':
only after the student "has
analyzed his .—:ammma.,.‘.msa
after the: student has tome .
o some conclusjons about it, -
will ke be able to set up his -

OWn personal objectives, angd :

plan his own ?E_.n.mozs.:om,.r :
accordingly. ' “This process’. .
will surely involve personal |,
inner struggle and €motional ;
obstacies, ~- Changes = are i
usually- painful, ang usually .
also- exhaustive effarts, Real
i satisfaction
are, however, pever bought
easily or E::oﬁ.oé_doam:m

indutiiig

daily lite

xmo.u._ ‘._ww., “
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o

day out ISCOR'S works'in
ncastle are producing
- made by South Africans for South

' with z._m ever-g Toam:m... demand, ISCOR is
currently ‘engaged in ‘s’ large-scale expansion
.which will cost

.the

hundreds of millions of _.m_.Jnm. -

v.r,.m_.,ozm.

programme

Vanderbijl-
‘most versatile of.
Africa’s :




